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THE 69TH INFANTRY - A RICH HERITAGE:   

PROUD TO SERVE – FROM CIVIL WAR, WWI, WWII TO IRAQ AND CURRENT DAY READINESS 
[PHOTO CREDITS – WIKIPEDIA;  69TH BATTALION]  

 

 

VETERAN CORPS BULLETIN 
 

APRIL / MAY 2020 

 
Veteran Corps Meetings Schedule: 
 

 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment  
Mission Statement 

 

 
The mission of the 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment is to 
preserve and 
expound the 
history and 

traditions of the 
Regiment, to 

provide a venue to 
inform and foster 

camaraderie among 
veterans of the 69th, 

and to assist the 
Commander of the 
active unit with the 
morale and welfare 
of the soldiers and 

their families. 
 

Executive Board:  
 

Until Further Notice:  
Executive Board meetings will be held via conference calls 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours   

 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:   

Sunday Membership Meetings – 2020 SCHEDULE:   
Until further notice membership meetings are suspended.  

 
SCHEDULE – Upcoming Events: 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

6/09/20 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

7/14/20 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

8/11/20 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

9/08/20 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

10/13/20 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

11/10/20 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 
 

12/08/20 Tuesday 1900 
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From Jose A. Flores, CSM (ret)  
Commander, Veteran Corps 69th Regiment 
 
    
 
This COVID-19 pandemic has hit all of us hard.   

I hope you and your families are safe and healthy.  The members of the Executive Board have 
maintained contact and we have had the last few meetings via conference calls.  For the 
foreseeable future, we must adapt to meet the challenge of this COVID-19 new era.  Changes 
include Veteran Corps functions, but, and I must stress, our Veteran Corps mission remains – we 
will find alternate methods and means to continue our work.  Refer to our Executive Board 
Treasurer’s message below for additional information.  
 
With the “pause”, as ordered by Governor Cuomo, in effect several of our annual traditions were 
cancelled or postponed – St. Patrick’s Day and we had to postpone the Unit Memorial Day 
Ceremony since Calvary Cemetery remains closed except for limited visitors for burials.   
 
Other updates are as follows: 
 The Tom Fitzsimmons Scholarship Program – 3 Active Battalion soldiers were selected as 

the 2020 recipients; each soldier received a $2,000 award towards their education.  
o SP4 Amadou Oury Diallo – A Company  
o SP4 Michael Parrinello – D Company 
o SP4 Yusufo Sow – A Company  

 

I want to emphasize this program is possible by the donations and support of veteran corps 
members and others throughout the year.   

 
 

 Veteran Corps Unit Memorial Day – 
 

The Memorial Day ceremony will be conducted on a 
different date pending opening of the cemetery and 
release of NYC from quarantine.  However, I would like  
you to take a moment this Memorial Day weekend – 
when our Country honors those active duty military, 
those who have served in the past and those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice – to remember our Veteran Corps 

members who have passed since last year or earlier (but reported later): 

 
Kenneth S. DeMott 
 

 
Thomas W. Donohoe 

 
Archie Mathews 

 
Paul Moylett 
 

 
John O’Connor 

 
 Gerald Steakin 

 
James Tunny 

 
John Joseph Woods 

 
John Walsh  

 
Vincent Walsh  
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Also, on this Memorial Day, let us not 
forget the 19 members of the Active 
Battalion’s Task Force Wolfhound – 
who were killed in action (KIA) while 
serving in Iraq.   
 

 
 
 

 Active Battalion – the battalion still has approximately 700 soldiers on duty assigned to 
support NYS in COVID-19 related activities.   
 

 
 

 
JM GUNDY  
 

 
 
 
TREASURER’S MEMO 
MAY 2020  

 

As we know from the local news outlets, the 1st Battalion 69th Infantry has been on active duty for 
the past few weeks in support of the citizens of the State of New York as it battles COVID-19. 

Although we did render financial support to four soldiers during this initial call-up, we do not expect 
the same level of support as was extended to the battalion during the Iraq 2004 Campaign. 
Obviously, the current call-up is not a potential casualty producing combat related mission. 

Having said that, we do continue to assist the battalion in other ways, such as annual scholarships 
to individual soldiers and financial help to the Battalion with its yearly non-military supported 
activities. While we do not see the need for a major fundraising campaign at this time, we do want 
to remind all that we continue to support the active battalion as outlined in our mission statement. 
Consequently, support/donations from our members and outside individual/organizations is always 
greatly appreciated. 

As I am sure we will, please keep your Veterans Corps 69th Regiment, and its activities in support 
of the active battalion, in your thoughts. 

JM Gundy - Treasurer  

E 
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COMISKE 
 
 

Letters, Emails, and Conversations: 
  

  
Tom Fitzsimmons, Past Commander 

 
 The Walsh’s: 
 

Recently we have laid to rest the two oldest members of the Veteran Corps. Both served 
our nation during WW II and to the best of my knowledge we have only one other 
member that served with the Regiment that is still an active member of the Veteran 
Corps. I’m speaking of you Scooter. Stay well, stay healthy. 
 
 Vincent Walsh: Vinny who served with the Regiment throughout WWII. He was discharged 

as a Lieutenant in A Company from active duty in 1946. He always attended the Makin Day 
Dinner but in later years and being a resident of Florida made the journey a little bit difficult.   
Vinny prior to his passing was in touch with Dennis Hearn - Recording Secretary and 
donated to the Veteran Corps some photo albums of his time with the Regiment. To us 
these are items that are about the history of the 69th in WW II. Vinny was 99 years old at the 
time of his passing. 

 
 John Walsh:  John and I had a great relationship via the email and telephone. John, who 

was a member of the 69th prior to WW II, was an underage enlistee.  John attended Xavier 
High School enlisted in Headquarters 165 (old 69th) in the 1930’s;  then he entered college 
in a school located outside of New York State and was discharged  from the 69th.  After 
college, he hooked up with the 35th Infantry Division and served during WW II and served in 
Europe. Our conversations were so interesting and in some cases we could relate on 
subjects and people in the 69th that we both knew.  His memory of the Regiment was 
astounding. I will miss those phone calls and the emails. 

 
 Ed Dunn: Spoke to Ed Dunn a few times recently and all seems well with him. I guess he is 

waiting for the summer days to arrive so he can survey the ladies on the beach from his balcony 
overlooking Rockaway Park. Ed not pleased with our current situation but believe me he is well 
stocked for the next week at least. On a serious note I ask that you keep his brother in your 
prayers and kind thoughts as he battles the COVID-19. 

 
 Bert Prol:  Received a face book message form Bert last week and I responded to it and the 

next day I received a call from Bert and his lovely wife. They reside in North Carolina these 
days. We had a great conversation wishing each other the best of health and going over our 
friendship.  I remind you that Bert was the individual who did all the research and submitted the 
numerous forms that were required to get our armory designated as a National Landmark. 
Thank you Bert. As for his wife who has a positive outlook on life I ask that you keep her in your 
prayers and kind thoughts as she seeks a donor for a kidney transplant.  

 
 Kevin Maxwell:  Kevin and Pat, his wife, live on a ranch, which compared to the size of the lots 

up here, his is close to a ranch. Kevin and Pat, in normal times, would do anything for the 
battalion and Veteran Corps asked of them. They bare both our representatives in the South. I 
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receive many calls from him as in his words - “Just checking you out, is everything alright?”  
Stay healthy and maybe you will be making that planned trip in the near future. Lillian and I 
were looking forward to seeing both of you in April, maybe later this year.  

 
And JM Gundy – shares his conversations – with two of our members over the past few 
weeks: 
 

 Anthony “Tony” Helinski (Past Commander Combat Support Company) 
I spoke to Tony’s wife and followed up with a text message from Tony himself. 
Tony is “doing well” under current medical circumstances. He has speech and mobility issues. 
He remains in good spirits however and wishes all his old buddies God speed during these 
trying times. 
 

 Dennis Fink (Past Commander Bravo Company) 
I speak to/email Dennis on occasions; however, he is also tackling some medical issues. He did 
make Makin in 2017 and he hopes to be well enough to make this year’s Makin …hopefully to 
be held in the 69th Armory!!??  
We wish both of our dear friends/buddies the very best and look forward to seeing both in the 
flesh soon…. 
 

 
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: 
 

NOTE: The Veteran Corps will list the name of any active or former 
member of the 69th Infantry in the Memorial Segment. It is not 
necessary that they were a member of the Veteran Corps. They will 
also be remembered during the ceremony on our Memorial day each 
year. 

 
 Thomas W. Donohoe    April 2020 
 Gerald Steakin    April 2020 
 Robert Algar    April 2020  

- R. Algar was former Brigadier General of NY State Guard and 
good friend and supporter of the Veteran Corps. 

 
                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

ROUGE BOUQUET: 
 
Go to Sleep; Go to Sleep 
   Slumber well where the shells screamed and fell, 
      Lay your rifles on the muddy floor 
        You will not need them anymore 
          Now at Last, Peace at Last, 
             Go to Sleep! 
 
                        Sgt Joyce Kilmer        KIA 30 Jul 1918     165th Old 
69th
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SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT: 
 

 Frank Trombino – HHC Co 1967 – 1970; his email address:  Ftrombino@verizon.net. 
 

May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery! 
 

 
In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at                 
(516) 536-6756 or leave a message on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely 
manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in the Regiment. 
 
Please direct all correspondence to: 
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY  11762  
Other contact information: Email address:  THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM 

 

 
 

ANNUAL DUES and 50/50 Drawings:     
                                

 

Annual Membership Dues 2020 = $10.00 
 

2020 membership cards were delayed due to closing of businesses 
over the last 9 weeks and inability to print them.  Membership cards 
are included in this mailing.  

 
Timely submission of your dues is needed;  take the time now to 
check if you are up to date – if not submit your 2020 dues today!  
Dues and the 50/50 drawings support Veteran Corps activities and 
the cost of publishing our Bulletin. 

 

50 / 50 Drawings: 
Month 1st Place 2nd Place 

March 2020  Warren Towns Efrain Diaz 
April 2020 Geoff Slack John Potlucky 

 
 

 

In closing, I want to encourage Veteran Corps members to keep in touch with each other – take a 
moment to make a call and check in on a Vet.  Make sure they are okay – the isolation that many 
are feeling can take its toll and a friendly call can make the difference in someone’s day.  
 
Keep Safe – Social Distancing and Masks/Face Coverings in Public!   
 

Jose A. Flores,  
Commander  

 

 


