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BULLETIN                                 JULY / AUGUST 2019 
 

                             
Veteran Corps Meetings Schedule:    
 

 
Veteran Corps 69th 
Regiment Mission 

Statement 
 

 
The mission of the 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment is to 
preserve and expound 

the history and 
traditions of the 

Regiment, to 
provide a venue to 
inform and foster 

camaraderie among 
veterans of the 69th, 

and to assist the 
Commander of the 
active unit with the 

morale and welfare of 
the soldiers and their 

families. 
 

 

Executive Board:  
 

Executive Board will meet on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours   

All members are invited and encouraged to join us!  
 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:   
Sunday Membership Meetings – 2019 SCHEDULE:   

Until further notice membership meetings will be held 3 times a 
year!  Location to be announced prior to meeting.  

 

 

    

    

Exec – Board of 
Officers 

9/10/19 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of 
Officers 

10/8/19 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of 
Officers 

11/12/19 Tuesday 1900 

Membership – 
Holiday Meeting 

12/15/19 Sunday 1300 

 

 

 
 

 
 

VETERAN CORPS, 69TH REGIMENT, INC. 

THE FIGHTING SIXTY NINTH 

PO BOX 48 MASSAPEQUA PARK  

NEW YORK 11762 

TELEPHONE (516) 662-9917 

E-MAIL: THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM 

REGIMENT WEB SITE: 

WWW.THE69THVETERANSCORPS.COM 

ORGANIZED 1874 INCORPORATED 1918 
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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE:   
Jose A. Flores, CSM (ret)  
 
The summer is ending and I hope everyone has enjoyed these lazy days of 
summer.  However, others have been quite busy as highlighted in the 
following updates:   
 

 Father Duffy Square, NYC – Statue Upgrade – June 2019: 
 

On June 27, 2019, several of the Veteran Corps members Jack Hallanan and John Gundy, 
Regimental Headquarters Walter “Monty” Montagno and Captain Sweeny of the Active 
Battalion attended a ceremony to unveil the improved talking statue of Father Duffy.  Vice 
Commander Jack Hallanan was also interviewed by FOX 5 News.   

 

   
 
 Active Battalion – Annual Training – July 2019 
 

The Active Battalion under the leadership of LTC Whaley and CSM Butcher conducted 
annual training at Fort Drum, NY during the month of July.  I would like to thank CSM 
Butcher for sharing photos of this training with the Veterans Corp.  As you can see, the 
active battalion continues to train and maintain military readiness.   

 

 
Machine gun training 

 
Support by gunfire 
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Sniper Training 

 

 
B Company 

 

 
CPL RYAN  

FINISHING THE 15 MILE ROAD MARCH AT NATIONAL 

BEST WARRIOR COMPETITION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Logan Duffy Riffle Match September 6th – 7th, 2019 

VC Makin Day Dinner November 1st, 2019 (Friday) 
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The Veteran Corps Executive Board is gearing up with finalization of plans for our traditional 
events during the next four months:   
 
 September 7th, 2019 (Saturday) at 1:00pm – Login Duffy Rifle Match  

 
 
Soldiers of the 1st Battalion of the 69th Infantry Regiment of 
the New York Army National Guard and the 1st Battalion 
182nd Infantry Regiment, Massachusetts Army National 
Guard will compete in the annual Logan Duffy Competition at 
Camp Smith Training Site, New York on Saturday, 7 
September 2019.   
 
 

This event includes:   
o Friday, September 6th – 1620-1800 - Welcome Social;   

Lexington Armory, 68 Lexington Ave., NY, NY 10010;  Appropriate Civilian Attire 
o Saturday, September 7th: 

o 1300-1600 – Logan Duffy Rifle Match – CSTS;  1900-2200 
o 1900-2200 – Logan Duffy Reception – Lexington Armory – Formal Civilian 

Attire 
 

For you history buffs, here are facts about this competition as noted on the 69th Regiment 
website:  http://www.sixtyninth.net/traditions.html  
 
 General Edward l. Logan, World War I Commander of the 101st and Colonel 

Anderson of the 165th joined in donating a silver bowl which was designated the 
Logan - Duffy Trophy. The trophy is a silver bowl is of five gallon capacity in fine 
vintage design, beautifully mounted and executed by Reed and Barton Silversmiths 
of Taunton, Massachusetts in 1936. It has a matching silver tray.  

 

 The competition and trophy was named for the commanding officers of the two 
Regiments during the Spanish - American war, General Lawrence J. Logan of the 
9th Massachusetts and General Edward Duffy of the 69th New York.  The trophy is 
owned jointly by the two organizations, actual possession is determined  by the 
organization winning the annual rifle match. 

  
 This is a long-standing tradition and competition between both Regiments, the first 

rifle match occurred on 12 October 1936.   
 
Members of the Veteran Corps – please make every effort to come out to Camp Smith 
on Saturday – at 1pm (for you older guys that need a sleep in – this should not be a 
problem).   Come to cheer these young talented soldiers who have worked hard to 
continue the great tradition from year’s past.  Those members of the Veteran Corps who 
were once members of the Rifle team can understand the hard work that goes into 
preparation for this competition.  So let’s show our support – it only takes a few hours and 
it is a great time for all and spending time with old friends is “priceless”!   
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 Makin Day Dinner: Friday – November 1st, 2019  
 

I also want to remind everyone that Makin Dinner is 
right around the corner – Friday – 1 November 2019.   
The location and other details will be forthcoming in 
the next Bulletin.   

 
It is an important mission of the 
Veteran Corps to honor those veterans 
who have served in this conflict – many of which have passed away.  We 
were recently notified that one of the last VC members who served in 
World War II –Kenneth S. DeMott (pictured) – passed away at the age of 
100 years in July 2019.  He served with the 165th Infantry as a mortarman 

in the Pacific from 1941 to 1945.  May he rest in peace! 
 

 
 
Other Veteran Corps Activities:  
 

Fundraising:  your donations are critical to the continued mission to support our VC activities/ 
programs as well as the active battalion members via the Family Support Fund.  We 
appreciate those who continue to donate and ask for full veteran membership support of this 
effort.   
 
Note:  If making a donation intended for the Family Support Fund, please indicate it on 
your check. This will help the Recording Secretary when he prepares his spread sheet, 
Thank You 
 
All ideas for fundraising are welcome – send them to the VC email 
(THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM) as we look to ensure that this fund continues over 
time.  

 

 
 

 

 
Col Geoffrey Slack (Ret) 

 
THE LIAISON OFFICER’S REPORT 

(EDITION 21 – AUGUST 2019) 
 

 
Dear fellow 69th veterans, families, and supporters of the 69th Infantry, 
 
To refresh your memory, this series of reports describes the last go-to-war-and-return story of the 69th 
back in 2004-05.  When last I wrote the 69th had painfully wrapped up its home station preparation and 
was moving off to our mobilization station at Fort Hood.  There little good happened except to disclose 
what we did not know about being ready for close combat. 
 
For me, as the battalion commander, the first big challenge was to meet and “gel” with my new brigade 
commander and his key staff.  Brigadier General John Basilica, Commander of the 256th Brigade 



6 

 

Combat Team, Louisiana Army National Guard (The Tiger Brigade) made our future success possible.  
By this I must say that “Tiger 6” (his radio call sign) became the 69th’s greatest supporter.  If you ever 
saw a picture of Mayor LaGuardia you can picture Tiger 6.  He was big hearted, all business and a 
consummate soldier.  When the 69th deplaned he greeted us like we were long lost brothers and his 
support never wavered.  How little then did we know how much we would depend on his full support.  
As I described in my last report, this “new” 69th was a crazy amalgam of soldiers from across NY and 
we lacked cohesion or even a true identity.  We took to calling this new 69th Task Force Wolfhound.  
Our heavy equipment flowed from NY and off trains in poor condition.  In some cases these trucks and 
armored vehicle’s condition was scandalous; this largely due to its transfer from NY equipment yards 
where no 69th soldier had ever seen those pieces.  Some had to be returned to NY and we began our 
training in a crippled state until these and many other equipment problems were resolved. 
 
Our training began immediately while every other medical, dental, and numerous reorganization 
problems were resolved.  One morning I found a 69th soldier sitting on a curb with a puddle of blood 
forming on the ground.  When I asked him what was happening he explained that they just pulled 7 
rotted teeth and he was trying to recover.  His situation was far from uncommon.  We returned to NY 
many soldiers who should never have come with us.  Replacements were few and far between.  
Equipment flooded into the battalion: uniforms and boots, weapons of every type, optics, medical gear, 
communications gear…well, the list was endless and most of it required extensive training.  Even our 
rifles were replaced from M16’s to M4’s.  All this in under 90 days. 
 
A bright spot:  the 69th swapped companies in order to gain a company of M2 Bradley fighting vehicles.  
Who knew then that by gaining Co C, 2nd Battalion 156th Infantry (Mech) that the Good Lord was 
looking over our shoulder?  More on this in later reports. 
 
Speaking of training – it was the blind teaching the blind at that time in the war because there were no 
combat veterans as trainers. They tried but trying wasn’t enough.  Later in the war the experienced 
trainers who knew how to fight in Iraq became available but we had no such advantage.  Our officers 
and our sergeants recognized that our training was inadequate but nothing First Army (our trainers) 
could offer us in 2004 could bridge this problem.  The 69th leaders and soldiers were angry and deeply 
frustrated and predicted that our first days in combat would be ugly – how prescient their thoughts 
were. 
 
I will close with this insight.  At the end of our training at Fort Hood and before shipping to Kuwait and 
on into Iraq we had our final culminating training event at Fort Irwin, California – the Army’s premier 
training site.  We spent 2 grinding weeks maneuvering against a brilliant “enemy” across the blistering 
desert.  Our communications failed.  Our armored vehicles broke down.  Our medical processes could 
not support us.  Our ability to “see” the enemy, react quickly, and beat him failed time and again.  In 
short, we were nowhere near ready for war. At the end of the event, sitting on a water can alongside 
my truck the senior trainer went through his endless list of our shortcomings.  Usually, a unit goes 
home and retains and tries again.  When I asked if that was to be the 69ths fate he looked me in the 
eye and said “no colonel, your battalion is going to war.”  I sat there stunned, exhausted, and dirty.  
The 69th was done manning, training, and equipping and there was no time left for anything more. 
 
The Army gave the 69th a short leave before we shipped to Iraq and I went home to Long Island.  I had 
already gone to Iraq for a brief reconnaissance where I had come under fire, patrolled with units who 
were in combat, and heard what their leaders had to say.  It was all grim.  I knew I wasn’t ready and I 
knew the 69th wasn’t ready.  I paced my yard, churned in my stomach, made my family miserable, 
drank too much, and barely slept.  I have to wonder how many past commanders of the 69th 
experienced the same thing before shipping out.  My guess is every one of them. 
 
Yours in a common cause, 
Geoff Slack 
geoffslack@aol.com 

 

mailto:geoffslack@aol.com
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Letters, Emails, and Conversations: 

 
Tom Fitzsimmons, Past Commander 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind all concerned that I stepped down as Commander last 
January. I did not fold up my tent and leave the sacred halls of our armory. I still am active member 
of our executive board and do all I can to support the goals of our present Commander Jose 
Flores. I am still involved with our Scholarship Program, Assistance to soldiers in need that are 
under our SOP for the “Family Support Fund”. 
 
Also, Commander Flores has asked me to remain active with our Veteran Corps Newsletter. 
My responsibility is to provide information for the “Letters and Conversations” segment of the 
Newsletter. This is where you as members can assist me in making that segment interesting. 
 
If you may have any information that could be of interest to our members, just send in a note to our 
mailing address or an email to our Recording Secretary and he will get the information to me. 

 

 JOHN WALSH:  A belated Happy Birthday to John who celebrated his 98th anniversary of his 
arriving on this planet. John and I do get on the phone and he is amazing on his memory of his 
membership in the 69th. John was a member of the Regiment in the late 1930’s. Being a college 
student and enrolled in a school outside of New York he was not activated with the Regiment in 
1940. He later entered the army and served in Europe. 

 

 MICHAEL DALY: Thank you for your kind wishes and your participation in our various 
programs, much appreciated. Will be looking for you at the Makin Day Dinner. 

 

 RUTH NEIDINGER: Hello Ruth, great hearing from you, hope all is well with you and the kids. 
Sorry about the mix up with the 50/50, we appreciate your participation.  Also, thank you for your 
generous contribution toward the printing and postage of the Bulletin. 

 

 BERTRAM FERRER: First I want to thank you for taking the time to write that wonderful letter.  
Commander Flores did miss you at the St Patrick’s Day Parade and hope you will make it next 
year. Sorry you could not enter the armory on your visits but we are still on the lead 
contamination shutdown. It’s nice to hear you have kind memories of you time with the active 
battalion.  And more importantly that you enjoy reading the Bulletin. Also, thank you for 
participating in our programs. 

 

 DANIEL FLYNN:  Dan, thank you for your very generous support of the Family Support Fund.  
This Fund is used exclusively for supporting soldiers serving in the battalion. We are able to 
provide scholarship money for the soldiers and in some hardship cases some funding to assist 
those soldiers. Not a penny is spent on anything else. Again. Thank You. 

 

 WILLIAM HIGGINS:  Hello Bill, hope is going well with you. Thank you for participating in the 
50/50 drawings and it is quite OK to use your return address labels on the chance books. I do 
the same thing myself. Also, thank you for that additional contribution, much appreciated. And 
Erin Go Bragh to you. 

 

 EDWARD COOK:  WOW, Where do the years go? Good hearing from you and thank you for 
participating in the 50/50 drawings. Your kind remarks about our dedication is well appreciated. 
We all work very hard to make our Veteran Corps the best it can be. 



8 

 

 JOHN O’CONNOR:  Not too many of us left from the old days. Hope all is well with you, I’m still 
hanging in and enjoying every minute of it. Thank you for your support of the Family Support 
Fund. 

 

 WALTER MC LAUGHLIN:  Hello Walter, Great hearing from you. We appreciate your 
membership, your participation in the 50/50 drawings and your generous contribution to the 
Family Support Fund in memory of your uncle COL William Lynch, former commander of the 
Regiment.  There are only a few of around that served under him, but I am one of them. Fond 
memories - Again, thank you. 

 

 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM: 
NOTE: The Veteran Corps will list the name of any active or former 
member of the 69th Infantry in the Memorial Segment. It is not necessary 
that they were a member of the Veteran Corps. They will also be 
remembered during the ceremony on our Memorial day each year. 

 

 
Lt James Tunny    Co C (till 1956)   30 Oct 2018 
Kenneth S. DeMott  165th Inf – WWII (1941-1945)    20 July 2019    
  

                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT: 
 

 Frank Trombino – HHC Co 1967 – 1970; his email address:  Ftrombino@verizon.net. 
 

May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery! 
 

In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at (516) 536-6756 or leave a message 
on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in 
the Regiment. 
Please direct all correspondence to: 
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY  11762  

Other contact information: Email address:  THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM 

 

 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the upcoming events - Logan Duffy Rifle Match and  
Makin Day Dinner!                  

 
J. Flores, Commander 

ROUGE BOUQUET: 
 
Go to Sleep; Go to Sleep 
   Slumber well where the shells screamed and fell, 
      Lay your rifles on the muddy floor 
        You will not need them anymore 
          Now at Last, Peace at Last, 
             Go to Sleep! 
 

                        Sgt Joyce Kilmer        KIA 30 Jul 1918     165th Old 69th
 

mailto:Ftrombino@verizon.net
mailto:the69veterans@gmail.com

