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VETERAN CORPS BULLETIN
MARCH / APRIL 2021
Veteran Corps Meetings Schedule:

Veteran Corps 69th
Regiment
Mission Statement

The mission of the
Veteran Corps 69th
Regiment is to
preserve and
expound the
history and
traditions of the
Regiment, to
provide a venue to
inform and foster
camaraderie among
veterans of the 69th,
and to assist the
Commander of the
active unit with the
morale and welfare
of the soldiers and
their families.

Executive Board:
Until Further Notice:
Executive Board meetings will be held via conference calls
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Sunday Membership Meetings – 2021 SCHEDULE:
Due to pandemic, until further notice membership meetings are
suspended.


NOTE: VC Memorial Day Ceremony – Sunday – 5/16/2021
(Details in Bulletin)

SCHEDULE – Executive Board Meetings:
Subject to Change
Exec – Board of Officers
5/11/2021
Tuesday
Exec – Board of Officers
6/8/2021
Tuesday
Exec – Board of Officers
7/13/2021
Tuesday
Exec – Board of Officers
8/10/2021
Tuesday
Exec – Board of Officers
9/14/2021
Tuesday

1900
1900
1900
1900
1900
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From Jose A. Flores, CSM (ret)
Commander, Veteran Corps 69th Regiment

I hope you all are doing okay – there is hope with increased numbers of folks getting vaccinated
that the decline in COVID-19 will continue. The news is encouraging as New York and other
states try to get back to “normal” and open more businesses and activities. It is with that in mind
that the Veteran Corps look to hold some of its traditional activities, such as the unit Memorial Day
ceremony. Since the activities occur outdoors – it is a bit safer. It will be a modified ceremony
with just the members of the Veterans Corps participating. We will require safe practices as
noted – masks are required and social distancing. I encourage all members that are in the NYC
area that can participate in this time-honored tradition. Details on the VC Memorial Day are noted
below.
Other updates outlined is this bulletin are the 2021 Thomas Fitzsimmons Scholarship awardees
and a new section – “Welcome Aboard” – which lists new members to the 69th Veteran Corps.
Increasing our membership is mission critical if we want the organization to grow and succeed
over time. The 69th Veteran Corps has survived the test of time – we need to focus our efforts to
recruit new members and get “new blood” into our ranks.
Other Updates:


2021 Thomas Fitzsimmons Scholarship Awards: On 3/17/2021, with members of the
Active Battalion present, including Commander Whaley and incoming Sgt Major Zeller, I
represented the Veteran Corps in awarding the Thomas Fitzsimmons Scholarship for 2021 to
2 active battalion soldiers:
o PFC Johana Sanchez – 427th
o SGT Richard Simo – C Company

Zeller, Simo, Sanchez & Flores (Left to Right)

Tierney, Simo, Sanchez, & Flores (Left to Right)

A total of 7 Soldiers submitted applications for this scholarship that is specific to supporting their
education. All seven applications met the requirements but funding for 2021 was limited to two
$5,000 awards. One of the $5,000 awards was funded through a generous donation by the
Regimental Headquarters. COL (R) James Tierney, representing Regimental Headquarters, was
present for this award ceremony. For 2022, we hope to increase the number of scholarships that
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are awarded as this is an important program that the Veteran Corps launched a few years ago.
Increasing the number of scholarships is a goal that the Executive Board has undertaken. We
need the support of our membership through donations in order to achieve this goal. I am asking
our members to consider making a donation towards this scholarship program before the end of
the year.


 Veteran Corps Unit Memorial Day –
Sunday – 5/16/2021
Calvary Cemetery

This event is one of the most
important ones for the Veteran
Corps. I am asking each member,
who is able to attend, join in our
ceremony at Calvary Cemetery. We
will be honoring those VC members
that have passed in the last 12
months by placing a flag at the 69th memorial monument. We also
remember all of our brothers who have passed over the years.

Details:
 Address: 34-0 Greenpoint Ave, Long Island City, NY 11101
 Reporting time: 11:00 hours
 Meeting location: Inside the main gate on Greenpoint Ave

Arthur Breen

Justin Lens

Homer Love

John McLaughlin

Peter Ornstein

Francis Pastore

Frank Trombino

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

For those members who cannot participate in person, I would like you to take a “virtual” moment
during the Memorial Day weekend – when our Country honors those active duty military, those
who have served in the past and those who made the ultimate sacrifice – to remember our
Veteran Corps members who have passed.
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Also, on this Memorial Day, let us not
forget the 19 members of the
Active Battalion’s Task Force Wolfhound
– who were killed in action (KIA) while
serving in Iraq.



E

Letters, Emails, and Conversations:
Tom Fitzsimmons, Past Commander

 Robert Hutter: Bob a former Commander of the battalion called recently. During our
conversation he mentioned his relationship with the late CSM Harry Dwyer. Bob, who
was infantry for almost his entire military career, was assigned to DIVARTY in the
twilight of his service. It was there he met Harry and expressed to me how well he was
received in DIVARTY. We also spoke about the Veteran Corps and many of the
individuals there. It was a very pleasant conversation and it was great hearing from him.
 Kenneth “Scooter” Barclay: Was overjoyed when I received a phone call from the
Scooter. If you recall I was trying to make contact with him as he is a resident of Texas
and was concerned of his well-being after the severe weather conditions there last
month. Well he did have some issues with the conditions down there, but all seems to
be on a go at this time. For those who do not know who Scooter is I submit the following:
He served with the 69th on Makin, Saipan and Okinawa. He remained in the army and
served in Korea, Panama, Viet Nam and retired as a LTC. He will soon celebrate his
97th birthday and is the senior living member of the Veteran Corps. HAPPY BIRTHDAY
SCOOTER!
 MG Tom Garrett: Received an email from the former Commander of the 42nd Division.
He wished me, my wife and my family a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and well wishes to all.
He asked how everything was going and I emailed him back with my St. Patrick’s Day
well wishes to him and his family. As for the Veteran Corps, I told him the Board of
Officers will be having its 1st face to face gathering in over a year on Tuesday, March
16, 2021 at the Abbey Pub. Only those, who have received the vaccine will attend.
 Edward Cooke: In the last copy of the Bulletin I mentioned that a former Lieutenant of
the 69th was seriously ill and asked for your prayers and kind thoughts. As I said
although long gone from the active battalion he still participates in our Veteran Corps
projects. Well last month (Feb 2021) he was the winner of 1st place in the 50/50
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drawings. He and his wife Rosemary, have donated those winnings to the Family
Support Fund. Thank you for the donation and we shall continue to keep Ed in our
prayers.
 Ed Dunn: Ed called wishing all a Happy St. Patrick’s Day. Now that he has received his
vaccinations he will feel a little more comfortable in his daily tasks. The warmer weather
is now approaching and Ed will be checking the chicks from his balcony overlooking
Rockaway Beach. Ed asked me check up on an old friend, Jim Corrigan, and as our
Commander Jose Flores has requested we call a fellow member, I did that.
 Jim Corrigan: I gave Jim a call to wish him a Happy St. Patrick’s. Jim, who is a
professor at St. Francis College, is still at the black board teaching. Jim was instrumental
in assisting some of our soldiers who served in Iraq with advancement with their
education. We had a great conversation going over past days in the 69th. He also
expressed how frustrated he was the way COVID-19 has affected the education of his
students.
 Bert Prol: Received a very welcomed St. Patrick’s Day Call from Bert and his wonderful
wife Ann. Bert and his wife have just relocated to assisted living but remain in the
Charlotte area of North Carolina. John Gundy who hails from that area plans to stop in
for a visit the next time he is at home. Bert is a long-time friend of the 69th and still has
concerns for the armory. For those who are not aware, Bert is the person who did all the
research and paperwork to have the armory classified as a Historical building.
 John Warburton: John is the son of the late Frank Warburton, who was the ops Sgt for
the battalion back a few years ago. John stays in touch as do Tom Gordon’s sons. It’s
great when the children of past members wish to have contact with us. Well John wished
all in the battalion a very Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
 John Praino: John a former member of A Company back when I was the 1SG of that
unit still remembers his time with the battalion. As Grand Knight and now as the Past
Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus Council 725, he has been instrumental in their
contributions to our Family Support Fund. We wish to thank their membership for their
very generous contribution. This has been an ongoing activity over the past few years.
Again, to all your membership, Thank You!
 Update – Bill Finan – right after the last bulletin was issued, we were able to connect
with Bill’s grandson who informs us that Bill relocated to an assisted living facility …..
NOTE: I WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE SOME INPUT TO THIS SEGMENT OF
THE BULLETIN. A PHONE CALL IS OK BUT NOT THE BEST WAY. AN EMAIL TO
ME OR THE SECRETARY IS THE BEST:
 MY E-MAIL: tomandlilfitz2@verizon.net
 SEC E-MAIL: secretary69vets@verizon.net
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WELCOME – NEW “RECRUITS” - NEW VETERAN CORPS
MEMBERS:







COL Christopher M. Panzer
LTC Shawn Tabinkin
CMS Shaun Butcher
SFC W. Velez
SPC Hector Castro
SPC Allan Stollerman


ANNUAL DUES and 50/50 Drawings:
Annual Membership Dues = $10.00
We are 5 months into 2021 – each member should be current with
your annual dues. If you are in arrears – please take a few minutes
to pay up your dues – make sure your account is up to date!
Members have the option to pay for membership for multiple years!
As a reminder, dues and the 50/50 drawings support Veteran Corps
activities and the cost of publishing our Bulletin.


50 / 50 Drawings:
Month
March 2021
April 2021

1st Place
Tom Stumpf
H. McShane

2nd Place
Pete Vesey
Tom Gormley


SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT:
 Edward J. Cooke

May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery!
In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at
(516) 536-6756 or leave a message on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely
manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in the Regiment.
Please direct all correspondence to:
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY 11762
Other contact information: Email address: THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM
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Historical Tidbit – National Flag Day – June 14th
Celebrating Our Nation’s Symbol – “Old Glory”
(Source military.com)

“IN 1916, THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE FLAG RESOLUTION OF 1777 BECAME A NATIONALLY
OBSERVED EVENT BY A PROCLAMATION BY PRESIDENT WOODROW WILSON. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT DESIGNATED AS
NATIONAL FLAG DAY UNTIL AUGUST 3RD, 1949, WHEN AN ACT OF CONGRESS DESIGNATED JUNE 14TH OF EACH YEAR
AS NATIONAL FLAG DAY.

THE STARS AND STRIPES ORIGINATED AS A RESULT OF A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE MARINE COMMITTEE OF
THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS AT PHILADELPHIA ON JUNE 14, 1777. THE RESOLUTION READ: "RESOLVED,
THAT THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES BE THIRTEEN STRIPES, ALTERNATE RED AND WHITE; THAT THE UNION BE
THIRTEEN STARS, WHITE IN A BLUE FIELD REPRESENTING A NEW CONSTELLATION."

THE RULES FOR HANDLING AND DISPLAYING THE U.S. FLAG ARE DEFINED BY A LAW KNOWN AS THE U.S. FLAG CODE.

Flag Etiquette
 Never allow the flag to touch the ground or any other object while on display.
 Salute the flag as it is hosted and lowered, during the playing of the National Anthem and
while saying the Pledge of Allegiance. Stand at attention with your right hand over your
heart and your hat removed.
 Display the flag outdoors only between sunrise and sunset, unless illuminated by a spotlight.
 When displaying the flag indoors, always position it to the right of a speaker or staging area.
 To place a flag at half-staff, hoist it to the peak for an instant before lowering it to a hallway
position.

Remember Veterans by flying the flag – 2021 dates:







February 15th – President’s Day
May 8th – V-E Day
May 15th – Armed Forces Day
May 31st – Memorial Day Observed
June 14th – Flag Day
July 4th – Independence Day








September 2nd – V-J Day
September 6th – Labor Day
September 11th – Patriot Day
September 17th – POW/MIA Recognition Day
November 11th – Veterans Day
December 7th – Pearl Harbor Day
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Veterans Supporting Veterans – Reach Out!
As I have included in each bulletin since March 2020 (hard to
believe it is 13 months ago), I hope each member is taking time to
reach out to a fellow veteran buddie to see how they are doing. It is
really important – you hear news stories how folks feel isolated and
alone - take a few minutes and reach out to a fellow veteran. If
you have reached out – thank you! Consider this your mission –
social distancing and masking will be going on for the foreseeable
future – through 2021! So take the time NOW!
Remember, the Executive Board members are here for you as well. If any veteran in the NYC area
needs help to get to a Covid-19 vaccine site – let us know.
We hold true to the traditions of “The Fighting 69th” and our slogan
“Gentle When Stroked, Fierce When Provoked”
It is important to recognize and thank those working on the front-lines in different roles during this
pandemic and to our service men and women who are working to protect us all on our home front
and across the globe.


Stay healthy and stay safe!
Jose A. Flores
Commander, Veteran Corps
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