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THE 69TH INFANTRY - A RICH HERITAGE:   
PROUD TO SERVE – FROM CIVIL WAR, WWI, WWII TO IRAQ AND CURRENT DAY READINESS 
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VETERAN CORPS BULLETIN 
 

JUNE / JULY 2022 

 

Veteran Corps Meetings Schedule: 
 

 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment  
Mission Statement 

 

 
The mission of the 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment is to 
preserve and 
expound the 
history and 

traditions of the 
Regiment, to 

provide a venue to 
inform and foster 

camaraderie 
among veterans of 

the 69th, and to 
assist the 

Commander of the 
active unit with the 
morale and welfare 
of the soldiers and 

their families. 
 

Executive Board:  
 

Until Further Notice:  
Executive Board meetings will be held  

on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours 
 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:   

Sunday Membership Meetings – 2022 SCHEDULE:   
Until further notice membership meetings are suspended.   

 
 

SCHEDULE – 2022 Executive Board Meetings: 
Subject to Change  

Exec Board of Officers 8/9/2022 Tuesday 1900 

Exec Board of Officers 9/13/2022 Tuesday  1900 

Exec Board of Officers 10/11/2022 Tuesday 1900 

Exec Board of Officers 11/15/2022 Tuesday  1900 

Exec Board of Officers 12/13/2022 Tuesday  1900 

 

Members are invited to attend –  
please reach out to a board member if interested 

and you will be included in our ZOOM list!! 

 

http://www.the69thveteranscorps.com/
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Message from the Commander  
                                            Col John M. Gundy (Ret) 

                                                                                               The69veterans@gmail.com  

 
Greetings, 

 The 1st Battalion 69th Infantry “Fighting Sixty-Ninth” has marched off in 

defense or our country... again. They departed for the Horn of Africa on 

14June!  Albeit, by way of Ft Drum and Ft Bliss.  As mentioned in previous 

postings, we don’t expect the battalion to be in harm’s way, however we are preparing for the 

unexpected.  Please join me in wishing them an uneventful tour!  Photographs from their 

departure ceremony are posted in this bulletin for your viewing pleasure. 

Sadly, our 1st Vice, Geoff Slack is stepping down from the Board and as 1st Vice of the Veteran 

Corps. Geoff has been an invaluable source of knowledge for the 69th Veterans over the years 

that he has served on the Board.  We will miss his attention to details, his untiring efforts to keep 

the Board focused on its core mission - to support the Active Battalion and Veterans of the 

battalion; and most important, his inspiring posts in the bulletins.  A hearty Godspeed from the 

Board to Geoff… 

MAKIN…. will happen on 4/November/2022 ... stay tuned… 

Meanwhile, enjoy your summer.  We will have updates on the active battalion and Makin in our 

September’s edition of the bulletin.  

 “Garry Owen” 
 

 
 

ACTIVE BATTALION UPDATE:  

– Departure Ceremony – Jacob Javits Center  
  14 June 2022  

 
I was able to participate in all of the going away ceremonies for the 

battalion last month.  The command team and Alpha Company hosted a 
going away dinner at McSorley’s Pub in the East Village the night before 
the departure ceremony.  Scott from McSorley’s was a gracious host and 
served all who attended a traditional Thanksgiving dinner with turkey, stuffing and all the 
trimmings.   

 
After dinner, LTC Tabankin presented McSorley’s with a ceremonial “wishbone” plaque 

as a token of good luck for the upcoming mission.  In 1917 soldiers on their way to the war in 
France hung wishbones on the light fixture above the bar in the hope of good fortune.  They 
vowed to take them down upon their safe return.  Many soldiers returned and took their 
wishbones down, but about fifteen cobwebbed wishbones remain affixed to the light fixture in 
silent tribute to the sacrifice and unfulfilled promise of those brave doughboys.  McSorley’s 
surprised all of us by asking us to hang three new wishbones above the ones left by the 
doughboys for this latest mission.  LTC Tabankin, CPT Kirwin, the current A Company 

MIKE DREW 
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commander, and myself each dutifully placed a new wishbone on the chains of the chandelier 
above the bar.  It was a tremendous honor that I will not soon forget.   

 
The next morning, we gathered with HHC and Alpha Company at the Jacob Javits 

Convention Center for their departure ceremony.  The Governor’s and Mayor’s offices each 
sent representatives.  LTC Tabankin spoke eloquently about the importance of the upcoming 
mission and the proud immigrant heritage of the 69th.   Soldiers from 33 different nations 
make up today’s Fighting 69th.  The 69th has remained true to its immigrant heritage and we 
know that they will continue to make us proud as the 69th colors fly on the continent of Africa.  
The soldiers grabbed their gear, said goodbye to family and friends and loaded the buses 
along 10th Ave for the trip to Fort Drum.   

 
A few hours later the same scene was repeated at the Nassau County Police 

Academy, where the LI companies gathered for their departure ceremony.  Former 
Congressman and Vet Corps member, Peter King was on hand along with other dignitaries 
like Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman.  The speakers praised the soldiers and their 
families for the sacrifices that they will make in the months ahead.  The crowd began to thin 
as the soldiers said their last goodbyes and made their way towards the buses.  A few tears 
were shed and some prayers were said.  I said goodbye to old friends and comrades at both 
locations, it was an emotional day.  We extend our appreciation to the soldiers and their 
families as well.  The Veterans Corps and our friends in the Regimental HQ provided the food 
and refreshments served at both ceremonies for the soldiers and their families. We will 
continue to support them in the days and months ahead.   
 
Michael Drew, Captain (Ret) 
2nd Vice Commander – Veteran Corps  
 

 
 

Active Battalion – Departure Ceremony  
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VC BOARD - FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
Al Roth  
VC Board Member / chairperson – Fundraising Committee 

 
Fellow members of the 69th Veterans-  
 
As always, like all of you, I am very proud to be in the legacy of the 69th. As a new member of 
the Board of Directors, one of my responsibilities is to be chairperson of the Fund-raising 
committee.  First and foremost, this is not an "ask for donations" but a little history as what we do 
with the funds that are raised. 
 
We have several worthwhile initiatives to which these funds are directed. The most important one 
is the Family Support Fund (FSF). The Veterans Corp established this fund in July of 2004. The 
contributions that go into this fund are disbursed to the soldiers and families who are killed, 
wounded, injured, or become sick, while on active duty in the various theaters of combat-i.e., 
Iraq-Afghanistan in the past and now currently being deployed to the Horn of Africa.  Another sub 
facet of the FSF is the awarding of academic scholarships (Scholarship Fund) to members of the 
active battalion (Two scholarships of $10,000 each were awarded during the St Patricks’ Day 
ceremonies this year.  Also, recently from the General Fund, the 69th Veterans contributed 
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approximately $8,000 toward a hail and farewell as the active battalion deployed to the Horn of 
Africa. All very worthwhile causes for contributions. 
 
If any of our veterans would like to add to the contributions received, this would be greatly 
appreciated. If sending a contribution, please state which direction you would like it to be directed 
-FSF, Scholarship or General Fund.  
 
Keep in mind, all contributions to the 69th Veterans are federally tax deductible. 
 
Our legacy is great and lineage never ending. 
 
“Gary Owen” 
Al Roth - Board Member & Fund-raising Committee 

 

 
 

 

Fitz’s Corner: 
                                             tomfitz91@yahoo.com 

 

 

  

Just to keep everyone informed I am hoping to get this segment of our 
Bulletin going again. This will depend on the membership providing me with some points of 
interest about themselves or other members of the Corps. 
 
Last February 23td I walked into St Francis Heart Hospital due to experiencing a breathing 
problem. I expected a 3 or 4 day stay. After 7 days at St Francis, I went to rehab and was 
finally discharged April 1st.  So, I spent St Patrick’s Day in rehab but I did celebrate it with a 
dinner of Corned Beef and Cabbage served with rice instead of potatoes.  
 
I now have a new valve in my heart, a pacemaker in my chest and received some surgery on 
my arm and now go to dialysis three days a week.  With all of that I feel pretty good and 
hoping to celebrate my 92nd birthday in a couple of weeks. 
 
As our Commander has requested we are encouraging contributions (if possible) from the 
membership to assist in some of our expenses. I have listed the names of members who 
have made contributions since January 2022 and we thank you. I have received the names 
listed below from our records. If I have missed anyone, please excuse me. 
 
Contributions made by members: 

Purpose Members Contributing  

General Fund John Maher, Elisabeth Rodrick, Gloria Buettner, Barbara Mullins, William James, John 
Andonie, Normas Goldner, Alexandra Tychownitz, Joseph Logan, George Pietramala, 
Frank Hagan, Gregory Haven, William Higgins, John Praino, Dick Beryer. 
 

Family Support Fund  John Cassaerly,  Walter Mclaughlin, Arthur Carney & Tom Fitzsimmons 
 

Scholarship Fund Daniel Crimins, Ken Rudzewick,  Charles O’Neil, Robert Walpole, Frank Hagan, 
Robert Hasbrouck, Ruth Heidinger, Daniel Cosgrove, Edward Kneafsey 
 

Memorial Day – St Anthony’s 
Bagpipe Band  

John Gundy, Erin Macher, Dennis Hearn, Tom Fitzsimmons 

 

 

TOM FITZSIMMONS 
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Annual Membership Dues = $10.00 
 

Make sure your membership is up-to-date and 2022 dues are paid!   
Members have the option to pay for membership for multiple years! 

Dues and the 50/50 drawings support Veteran Corps activities and the cost of 
publishing our Bulletin. 

 
Payments and Donation  

Over the past few months, we received member checks earmarked to various areas within the 69th 

Veteran organization.  However, in some instances, the exact intended destinations of your 

payments were not clearly indicated. Consequently, to ensure that your future payments reach 

your intended areas within our organization, we ask that you clearly indicated in the note / 

memo section of your check and / or Paypal / Zelle on-line transactions the exact intended 

purpose of your donations/payments:   

Routine Payment Categories:  Donation Categories:  

 Membership Dues 

 Fees for In-person V.C. Functions (e.g. 
Makin Day Dinner) 

 Family Support Fund 

 Scholarship Fund 

 General Fund 

 50 / 50 Drawings  

 
 

50 / 50 Drawings:   
 

Month 1st Prize 2nd Prize 

April 2022 Ruth Neidinger John Praino 

May 2022 Tom Fitzsimmons Eamon Stenson 

June 2022 John Smith Ivan Gomez 
 

 
 

SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT: 

 
 LTC Nicholas Chernjawski 
 Dennis Fink 
 Anthony Helinski 
 

 Joe Riveiro 
 Lenny Scorcia 
 John J. Smith 

 

May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery! 
 

In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at                 
(516) 536-6756 or leave a message on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely 
manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in the Regiment. 
Please direct all correspondence to: 
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY  11762  
Other contact information: Email address:  THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM 

 

 
 

Stay healthy and stay safe!  

mailto:the69veterans@gmail.com

