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Veteran Corps 69th
Regiment
Mission Statement

The mission of the
Veteran Corps 69th
Regiment is to
preserve and
expound the
history and
traditions of the
Regiment, to
provide a venue to
inform and foster
camaraderie among
veterans of the 69th,
and to assist the
Commander of the
active unit with the
morale and welfare
of the soldiers and
their families.

Executive Board:
Until Further Notice:
Executive Board meetings will be held via conference calls
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Sunday Membership Meetings – 2021 SCHEDULE:
Due to pandemic, until further notice membership meetings are
suspended.


SCHEDULE – Executive Board Meetings:
Subject to Change
Exec – Board of Officers August 2021
No
Meeting
Exec – Board of Officers
9/14/2021
Tuesday
*In person - Armory
Exec – Board of Officers
10/12/2021
Tuesday

1900

Exec – Board of Officers

11/09/2021

Tuesday

1900

Exec – Board of Officers

12/14/2021

Tuesday

1900

1900
1900

1
VETERAN CORPS, 69TH REGIMENT, INC.; THE FIGHTING SIXTY NINTH - PO BOX 48 MASSAPEQUA PARK, NEW YORK 11762
TELEPHONE (516) 662-9917; E-MAIL: THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM
REGIMENT WEB SITE: WWW.THE69THVETERANSCORPS.COM


From Jose A. Flores, CSM (ret)
Commander, Veteran Corps 69th Regiment

Summer is here as well as the “hot, hazy, humid days”! As the state opens up I hope you all are
doing okay. It is important to stay safe and healthy. Since May, VC activities have been limited;
in this bulletin are the following updates:
 VC Memorial Day report out
 Logan Duffy Rifle Match – August 7, 2021
 Other VC activities
Life presents with challenges and as I dictate this bulletin update I am writing to you from a
Rehabilitation Center for physical therapy. A few weeks ago, I began to have weakness in my
legs and had a stroke with some right sided weakness. PT is like a “senior” boot camp – but I am
a Command Sergeant Major and up to the challenges this presents. I appreciate all of the good
wishes from fellow veterans and friends and ask for your continued thoughts and prayers for a
speedy recovery. The Veterans Corps is in good hands with the Executive Board (but I will still be
actively participating).
Other Updates:


Veteran Corps Unit Memorial Day – Sunday – 5/16/2021 –
Calvary Cemetery
Members of the Veterans Corps and some family members were
present to honor those that VC members that have passed since last
year (Arthur Breen, Justin Lens, Homer Love, John McLaughlin, Peter
Ornstein, Francis Pastore, Frank Trombino) and our brothers from past
years, as well as the 19 members of the Active Battalion’s Task Force
Wolfhound – who were killed in action (KIA) while serving in Iraq.
After the ceremony, several members were able to get together to share a meal at the Bantry
Bay Pub & Restaurant. Although it was a limited turn-out (due to Covid-19), it was great to
see the guys who could attend and spend some time getting updates and telling tales from
prior years.
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VC Scholarship Fund – Fundraising Update:
As previously reported, our goal is to increase the number of
scholarship awards to support the active battalion soldiers in their
educational pursuits. We need the support of our membership through
donations in order to achieve this goal and sustain it over the upcoming
years. I am asking our members to consider making a donation towards this scholarship
program before the end of the year.
I would like to formally thank Col James Tierney and the Regimental Headquarters for their
generous donation of $10,000 towards the 2022 scholarship awards. Our members are also
stepping up and would like to recognize and thank Daniel Cremins for his very generous
contribution as well. Let’s keep the work going….and the $$$ coming in for this important
program. See additional updates about our scholarship program from past VC Commander
Tom Fitzsimmons below.





Logan/Duffy Match – August 7, 2021:
On Saturday, August 7th 2021 the Annual Logan/Duffy Match will
be fired at Camp Smith, NY. Between the 1-182 IN (MA) and the
1-69. This match dates back to the 1930’s. The only time it was
discontinued was when the units were deployed for active duty
service. Members of the Veteran Corps are invited to attend and
witness this rifle match. The battalion rifle team that wins this
match will be the custodian of the cherished Logan/Duffy bowl for
the next year. GO 69th!!!!



Executive Board Meeting – September 14, 2021 (Tuesday):
There will be a meeting of the Board Members on Tuesday, September 7 th at our home
location in the 69th Regiment Armory. It will be nearly two years since we have met face to
face. Conference calls and Zoom meetings have been our method of communication and we

have worked it well, but we do need that one element that makes it better - that is a face to
face meeting. The meeting will take place at 7:30pm (1930) and any member of the Veteran
Corps who wishes to attend will be welcomed.


E

Letters, Emails, and Conversations:
Tom Fitzsimmons, Past Commander



The letters & conversations have slowed during the past few months – so please give
updates – we are interested and will share with our members – we need to keep contact with
each other and the Bulletin is just one venue to use.
NOTE: I WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE SOME INPUT TO THIS SEGMENT OF THE BULLETIN.
A PHONE CALL IS OK BUT NOT THE BEST WAY. AN EMAIL TO ME OR THE SECRETARY IS
THE BEST:
 MY E-MAIL: tomandlilfitz2@verizon.net
 SEC E-MAIL: secretary69vets@verizon.net



Family Support Fund/Scholarship Fund: In order to inform you the following information
is provided. The Scholarship Awards are funded by the Family Support Fund. For those who
donate for scholarships, their donations will be deposited in the Family Support Fund and
used for scholarships exclusively. We have received some very generous contributions and
plan to increase our Scholarship Program.
The Thomas J. Fitzsimmons Scholarship Fund will continue with that title but starting with
March 2022 (next St Patrick’s Day) and every year thereafter, we will honor a person or
organization who has contributed for this purpose. When the scholarships are presented on
Unit Day, March 17, 2022, they will be presented in honor of former 1 st Lieutenant Daniel
Cremins. Lt Cremins is a long-time member of the Veteran Corps and has been a
continuous supporter of all of our programs.



Kenneth “Scooter” Barclay: (RIP): It is with deep remorse that I must inform you of the
passing of our last WWII member. Scooter passed away on June 27, 2021 at the age of
97 years. He had a long distinguished military career. He was a native of Texas and was
assigned to the 69th and participated in all of our engagements in WWII - Makin Island,
Saipan, and Okinawa. At the end of the war he remained in the army as part of the
occupation of Japan. A career soldier, he served in Korea, Panama, and Vietnam and
retired as a LTC. Sitting down with him prior to a Makin Dinner we talked about his military
career. He served as commander of a US Army/Japanese combined ski troop unit, he was a
Green Beret, and he jumped out of planes - he did it all. When our battalion deployed for OIF
he visited them in Ft. Hood, Texas. He and Warrant Officer Solmo became friends and that
close comradeship continued until his passing. May he rest in peace…



WELCOME – NEW “RECRUITS” - NEW VETERAN CORPS
MEMBERS:


Robert Garry


ANNUAL DUES and 50/50 Drawings:
Annual Membership Dues = $10.00
We are 7 months into 2021 – each member should be current with
your annual dues. If you are in arrears – please take a few minutes
to pay up your dues – make sure your account is up to date!
Members have the option to pay for membership for multiple years!
As a reminder, dues and the 50/50 drawings support Veteran Corps
activities and the cost of publishing our Bulletin.


50 / 50 Drawings:
Month
May 2021
June 2021

1st Place
Joseph Krattinger
Michael McKenner

2nd Place
George Perno
Owen Comiskey


IN MEMORIAM:
NOTE: The Veteran Corps will list the name of any active or former
member of the 69th Infantry in the Memorial Segment. It is not
necessary that they were a member of the Veteran Corps. They will also
be remembered during the ceremony on our Memorial day each year.
 LTC Kenneth “Scooter” Barclay

69th Inf - WWII

ROUGE BOUQUET:
Go to Sleep; Go to Sleep
Slumber well where the shells screamed and fell,
Lay your rifles on the muddy floor
You will not need them anymore
Now at Last, Peace at Last,
Go to Sleep!
Sgt Joyce Kilmer
KIA 30 Jul 1918

27 June 2021

165 th Old 69th




SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT:
 Edward J. Cooke
 Jose A. Flores

May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery!
In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at
(516) 536-6756 or leave a message on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely
manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in the Regiment.
Please direct all correspondence to:
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY 11762
Other contact information: Email address: THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM


Remember Veterans by flying the flag – remaining 2021 dates:
 September 2nd – V-J Day
 September 6th – Labor Day
 September 11th – Patriot Day

 September 17th – POW/MIA Recognition Day
 November 11th – Veterans Day
 December 7th – Pearl Harbor Day


Veterans Supporting Veterans – Reach Out!
Remember, the Executive Board members are here for you as well. If any veteran in the NYC area
needs help to get to a Covid-19 vaccine site – let us know.
We hold true to the traditions of “The Fighting 69th” and our slogan
“Gentle When Stroked, Fierce When Provoked”
It is important to recognize and thank those working on the front-lines in different roles during this
pandemic and to our service men and women who are working to protect us all on our home front
and across the globe.


Stay healthy and stay safe!
Jose A. Flores
Commander, Veteran Corps

