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Veteran Corps Meetings Schedule:

Veteran Corps 69th
Regiment
Mission Statement

The mission of the
Veteran Corps 69th
Regiment is to
preserve and
expound the
history and
traditions of the
Regiment, to
provide a venue to
inform and foster
camaraderie among
veterans of the 69th,
and to assist the
Commander of the
active unit with the
morale and welfare
of the soldiers and
their families.

Executive Board:
Until Further Notice:
Executive Board meetings will be held via conference calls
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Sunday Membership Meetings – 2020 SCHEDULE:
Until further notice membership meetings are suspended.


SCHEDULE – Executive Board Meetings:
Subject to Change
Exec – Board of Officers
8/11/20
Tuesday

1900

Exec – Board of Officers

9/08/20

Tuesday

1900

Exec – Board of Officers

10/13/20

Tuesday

1900

Exec – Board of Officers

11/10/20

Tuesday

1900

Exec – Board of Officers

12/08/20

Tuesday

1900
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From Jose A. Flores, CSM (ret)
Commander, Veteran Corps 69th Regiment

Well, the hot, hazy, lazy days of summer are here. This is a short bulletin as our activities are
limited during this pandemic. I hope each Veteran Corps member and their families are safe as we
continue to battle COVID-19. It is a tough time for all, with the requirements of social distancing,
limited gatherings and wearing a face mask. But as noted in the news and in public health officials’
updates – these are key strategies to keep us all healthy and safe.
We continue to do activities as permitted. Bert Cunninham, Dennis Hearn and I were able to attend
the wake service for Veteran Corps member Frank Trombino who passed away in June. The
traditional wake 69th VC memorial service was completed. The family were very appreciative and
grateful for our attendance and recognition of Frank’s service to his country. Also noted in the
memorial section of the bulletin is the passing of Justin Lens, former CSM of the 42 nd Division and
Inspector NYPD who tragically passed away in June from a heart attack.
I hope each member is taking time to reach out to a fellow veteran buddie to see how they are
doing. Being isolated for such a long period and even predicted for many months to come, each of
us has a responsibility to make sure everyone continues to do ok. The Executive Board members
are here for you as well.
Other updates are as follows:
 Veteran Corps Unit Memorial Day – Sunday, May 24, 2020

Calvary Cemetery permitted members of the Veterans Corp to
conduct the Memorial Day ceremony on Sunday, May 24th.

Seven members of the Veteran Corps were able to join me in this limited formation: Efrain
Diaz, John Gundy, Dennis Hearn, Dave Perez, Phillip Peterson, Frank Sherry and Peter
Vesey. Adhering to social distancing and face mask wearing, we followed the traditional
ceremony with placement of flags for each of the Veteran Corps members who have passed
away during the last 12 months (names listed below). Although a somber occasion, it was
good to be able to get together with a few of the Veteran Corps members.
Kenneth S. DeMott

Thomas W. Donohoe

Archie Mathews

Paul Moylett

John O’Connor

Gerald Steakin

James Tunny

John Joseph Woods

John Walsh

Vincent Walsh
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Photo Credit – Peter Foley
(left to right) – Diaz, Peterson, Flores, Perez, Hearn, Gundy, Vesey, Sherry

Flores, Perez, Hearn

Flores, Hearn

Photo Credit – Peter Foley

Diaz

Photo Credit – Peter Foley

 Active Battalion – there is no new update for the active battalion this month.


E
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Letters, Emails, and Conversations:

Tom Fitzsimmons,
Past Commander

 David O’Leary: Dave, who is a member of the 2 Infantry Battalion Association, sends his
regards to all with a special greeting to John Gundy and Jose Flores. Dave was instrumental
in arranging with us to have the veterans of the 2 Infantry Battalion Association march with
us in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. I am proud to say that I am an honorary member of their
Association.
Unfortunately he informs me that seven members of their Association have passed away
since the pandemic started. We offer our sincere sympathy and kind thoughts and may they
Rest in Peace.
 Charles Hommel: Charlie, who calls every so often to check in, called recently and
informed me that he now 92 years young. Charlie whose time with the 69th goes back to the
Charlie Shea and Duke Curran era. He sounds great and it was good hearing from him.
 Edward Dunn: Spoke to Ed recently and all is well with him. His brother has recovered from
the virus and I hope our prayers helped. Other than that, Ed enjoys his balcony that
overlooks the beach in Rockaway. It gives him the opportunity to check on the latest in
ladies swimwear.
 John Geiner: John reached out to me for some administrative assistance recently. John
was the Company Clerk when I was the 1SG of A Company. It was the first time in the last
55 years that I spoke to him. I think he was surprised when I remembered he could write in
shorthand that was usually a talent reserved for the ladies. It was also good to hear from
him.
 Louis Glatt: Lou, as I have mentioned in previous bulletins, has Parkinson’s Disease and to
add to that he had contacted COVID-19 but we are happy to report that he has recovered
from the virus. I spoke to him recently and he informed me that after weeks in the hospital
and then in rehabilitation he is on the mend now. He sounds positive and that is a large part
of his battle against his health issues. Lou, we wish you well on your road to recovery.
 Bill Finan: Bill joined A Company in the late 1940’s and is a long time member of the
Veteran Corps. Bill served as our Recording Secretary for many years has been dealing
with some health issues recently. Like many of us old guys he is still hanging in. Bill and I
are both from Astoria and went to the same High School (he was a year behind me) but did
not get to know one another until we met in A Company. It was just good talking with him
and remembering some old times.
 Tom Siefert: Tom, the former Command Sergeant Major of the 1st Bn 69th Inf, now retired
but serving as the Regimental Sergeant Major of our Regimental Headquarters and also a
member of the Veteran Corps deserves a big thank you from the Veteran Corps. He was
able to provide appreciated assistance with the funeral of our past member Frank Trombino.
Thank You, Tom.
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IN MEMORIAM:
NOTE: The Veteran Corps will list the name of any active or former
member of the 69th Infantry in the Memorial Segment. It is not
necessary that they were a member of the Veteran Corps. They will
also be remembered during the ceremony on our Memorial day each
year.
 Frank Trombino – HHC Co 1967 – 1970
 Justin Lens – Former CSM 42 nd Division and Inspector NYPD

26 June 2020
18 June 2020

ROUGE BOUQUET:
Go to Sleep; Go to Sleep
Slumber well where the shells screamed and fell,
Lay your rifles on the muddy floor
You will not need them anymore
Now at Last, Peace at Last,
Go to Sleep!
Sgt Joyce Kilmer

KIA 30 Jul 1918

165 th Old

th
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SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT:
May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery!
In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at
(516) 536-6756 or leave a message on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely
manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in the Regiment.
Please direct all correspondence to:
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY 11762
Other contact information: Email address: THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM
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ANNUAL DUES and 50/50 Drawings:
Annual Membership Dues 2020 = $10.00
Timely submission of your dues is needed; take the time now to
check if you are up to date – if not submit your 2020 dues today!
Dues and the 50/50 drawings support Veteran Corps activities and
the cost of publishing our Bulletin.

50 / 50 Drawings:
Month

1st Place

2nd Place

May 2020

John Andonie

Frank Hagen

June 2020

John Byrne

James Bradley


Any additions or ideas for our VC bulletin are welcomed. The next bulletin will be issued in
September 2020.
Remember, stay healthy and safe!

Jose A. Flores,
Commander
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