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VETERAN CORPS, 69TH REGIMENT, INC.; THE FIGHTING SIXTY NINTH - PO BOX 48 MASSAPEQUA PARK, NEW YORK 11762 
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REGIMENT WEB SITE: WWW.THE69THVETERANSCORPS.COM 

 

 
THE 69TH INFANTRY - A RICH HERITAGE:   

PROUD TO SERVE – FROM CIVIL WAR, WWI, WWII TO IRAQ AND CURRENT DAY READINESS 
[PHOTO CREDITS – WIKIPEDIA;  69TH BATTALION]  

 

 

VETERAN CORPS BULLETIN 
 

DECEMBER 2021 / JANUARY  2022 

 
Veteran Corps Meetings Schedule: 
 

 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment  
Mission Statement 

 

 
The mission of the 
Veteran Corps 69th 

Regiment is to 
preserve and 
expound the 
history and 

traditions of the 
Regiment, to 

provide a venue to 
inform and foster 

camaraderie among 
veterans of the 69th, 

and to assist the 
Commander of the 
active unit with the 
morale and welfare 
of the soldiers and 

their families. 
 

Executive Board:  
 

Until Further Notice:  
Executive Board meetings will be held via conference calls 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1900 Hours   

 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:   

 
Sunday Membership Meetings – 2022 SCHEDULE:   

Due to pandemic, until further notice membership meetings are 
suspended.   

 
 

SCHEDULE – 2022 Executive Board Meetings: 
Subject to Change  

Exec – Board of Officers 1/11/2022 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 2/8/2022 Tuesday 1900 
Exec – Board of Officers 3/8/2022 Tuesday 1900 
Exec – Board of Officers 4/12/2022 Tuesday 1900 
Exec – Board of Officers 5/10/2022 Tuesday 1900 

Exec – Board of Officers 6/14/2022 Tuesday 1900 
 

Members are invited to attend –  
please reach out to a board member if interested. 
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Message from the Commander Elect 
 

John M. Gundy (Col, ret) 
 

 

2021 was a difficult year for all of us.  2022 is fast approaching.  First, I want   
to thank the board for expressing confidence in me as the new commander 
elect.  As the commander elect, not to be officially sworn in until 
January 2022, I am committed to partnering with the board and members in continuing the mission of 
the 69th Veteran Corps.  Additional information of our plans for 2022 will be provided in upcoming 
bulletins.  I would, however, like to take this opportunity on behalf of myself and the board to wish all, 
the 69th veterans and the active 69th soldiers, a merry and safe holiday season. 
 

 
 

2022 BOARD:  
 

ARTICLE VI…CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS                                As of December 21, 2021 
  

# TYPE POSITION NAME 
1 OFFICER (Elected) COMMANDER JOHN GUNDY 

2 OFFICER (Elected) 1ST VICE COMMANDER GEOFFREY SLACK 

3 OFFICER (Elected) 2ND VICE COMMANDER MICHAEL DREW 

4 OFFICER (Elected) SECRETARY DENNIS HEARN 

5 OFFICER (Elected) TREASURER PHILLIP PETERSON 

6 OFFICER (Elected) FINANCIAL 
SECRETARY 

JOSE OBREGON 

7 OFFICER (Elected) QUARTERMASTER DAVID PEREZ 

8 OFFICER(Appointed) CHAPLAIN FR SAMUEL TAYLOR 

9 OFFICER (Appointed) HISTORIAN JOHN HALLANAN 

10 GENERAL MEMBER COMMANDER 
EMERITUS 

THOMAS FITZSIMMONS 

11 BOARD MEMBER GENERAL PETER VESEY 

12  BOARD MEMBER GENERAL EFRAIN DIAZ 

13  BOARD MEMBER GENERAL MICHAEL DEMARTINO 

14  BOARD MEMBER GENERAL FRANK SHERRY 

15  BOARD MEMBER GENERAL PATRICK MACKLIN 

16  BOARD MEMBER GENERAL PHILIP RIVERA 

17  BOARD MEMBER GENERAL GASPAR PEREZ 
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 Makin Day Dinner – December 3, 2021  
 

Since the Lexington armory is still closed to civilians due to the lead abatement work, the 
traditional dinner was held a few weeks later at the Harlem armory.  Due to the uncertainty of 
whether the event would be held or cancelled many Veteran Corps members were not able to 
attend.  But with the assistance of the Active Battalion, we were able to uphold this important 
tradition.  A few pictures highlight the creation of the “Regimental Cocktail”.  The history of the 
Regimental Cocktail is described as follows (source – The 69th Regiment – sixtyninth.net) 

REGIMENTAL COCKTAIL  

The Regimental Cocktail, made of one-part Irish whiskey and two/three parts 
champagne, is prepared for toasting at all regimental affairs. At Fredericksburg, 
General Thomas Francis Meagher, who liked to drink whiskey mixed with Vichy water, 
sent a soldier to get the effervescent mineral water. Unable to do find the water, 
the soldier returned with champagne. General Meagher mixed the two and the 
Regimental Cocktail was born. 

 

 
Active Battalion Soldiers (left to right): 
SGT Joseph Ryan (Best Warrior 2019) 

SSG Brandon Clemente (Best NCO 2022) 
SSG Troy Perez (Best Warrior 2020) 

 
Col Gundy, Col Crosby, CSM Zeller 

 
Preparing – Regimental Cocktail  

 
Chaplain 1Lt Garth Olsen 

  
The “Gas Range Gang”   
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  Col Geoffrey Slack (Ret) 

 
THE LIAISON OFFICER’S REPORT 

(EDITION 27 – DECEMBER 2021) 
 

 

Dear fellow 69th veterans, families, and supporters of the 69th Infantry, 
 

Presented below is the military biography of the active battalion’s new commander, LTC Shawn 
Tabankin.  I believe he is among the most accomplished and experienced commanders the 1-69IN 
has ever seen in command.  He is what Barney Kelly (Vet Corps Commander when I joined the 
69th back in 1990) once called “An old 69th man.”  This I was led to believe meant everything in 
eventually becoming a great commander.  You had to spend some of your early military career 
here in the 69th in order to understand the 69th at the grass roots level.  You will see that LTC 
Tabankin did just that.  Afterwards he went on to great things in combat and in numerous other key 
assignments, earned himself the respect of the “Big guys” who make command assignments and 
placed in command of the 69th.  The battalion (heavily reinforced) is still on track for its deployment 
to eastern Africa in midsummer.  The new commander and the battalion are as you would expect 
working tremendously hard now getting ready.  More on this in my next edition.  For now, please 
take a moment to read his bio and you will come to appreciate why he was selected for command 
of the battalion and the upcoming mission.  
 

LTC Shawn Tabankin enlisted into the U.S. Army as a Private First Class on 17 November 1997, 
originally serving as a Line Medic in the 82nd Airborne Division and, later, commissioning as an Infantry 
Officer on 01 May 2002 through the Green-to-Gold program.  Past officer assignments include Deputy 
J3 - Domestic Operations, JFHQ-NY; Asst. Chief of Staff for Plans (G5), 42d Infantry Division; Future 
Operations Officer (G35), 42d Infantry Division; Battalion Operations Officer (S-3), 2-108th Infantry 
Battalion; Force Integration & Readiness Officer, JFHQ-NY; Company Commander, Charlie Company, 
2-108th Infantry Battalion; Company Commander, Charlie Company, 1-69th Infantry Regiment; 
Executive Officer, Alpha Company, 1-69th Infantry Regiment; Platoon Leader, Bravo Company, 2-108th 
Infantry Battalion; and Platoon Leader, Bravo Company, 105th Infantry Battalion. 

 

LTC Tabankin is a graduate of New York Law School and Florida International University.  He is a 
graduate of the Infantry Officer Basic Course, Infantry Captains Career Course, the Command and 
General Staff College, and the Advanced Operations Course.  LTC Tabankin has been accepted into 
the United States War College for AY22-23. 
 

His awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal (2), the Purple Heart, the Meritorious Service 
Medal (2), the Army Commendation Medal (3), the Army Achievement Medal (3), the Army Reserve 
Component Achievement Medal, the National Defense Service Ribbon (2), the Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal, the Armed Forces Reserve Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, the Army 
Overseas Service Ribbon (3), the Army Reserve Component Overseas Training Ribbon, the NATO 
Medal, the Valorous Unit Award, the Meritorious Unit Award (2), the Combat Infantryman's Badge, the 
Parachutist Badge, and the Air Assault Badge. LTC Tabankin has served in combat operations as a 
Platoon Leader in Iraq, 2004 and as a Company Commander in Afghanistan, 2012.  He has also 
deployed to Kuwait in 2020 as part of Task Force Spartan (42d ID) in order to deter Iranian Aggression.  

 

LTC Tabankin was born in the Bronx, NY, but currently resides in Clifton Park, NY with his wife, Jenn, 
and two children, Addyson and Ephren. 

 
Yours in a common cause, 
Geoffrey Slack 
geoffslack@aol.com 
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Letters, Emails, and Conversations: 

  
Tom Fitzsimmons, Past Commander 
 

 Timothy Prol:  We recently received notice of the passing of Veteran Corps member Bert 
Prol. Although Bert was never a member of the 69th Regiment, he was enrolled into the 
Veteran Corps because of his dedication to the history of the regiment. Because of some 
birth defects he was unable to serve. What he did do though, was to spend a tremendous 
amount of time gathering information and submitting documentation that made it possible for 
our armory to be designated as a historical landmark.  Our condolences to his family.  May 
he rest in peace!   

 
 Daniel Cosgrove: The Veteran Corps wishes to thank Dan for his generous contribution to 

the Thomas Fitzsimmons Scholarship Fund. Monies donated to the scholarship fund will be 
used exclusively for the enlisted members of the battalion. 

 
 Edward Kenafsey: The Veteran Corps also wishes to thank Ed for his very generous 

contribution to the Thomas Fitzsimmons Scholarship Fund.   
 

 Note:  As a result of the donations during the past year, the Veteran Corps will be able to 
award 5 enlisted members of the active battalion each a $5,000 scholarship to use 
toward their educational goals.  The scholarship awards will be presented on St. Patrick’s 
Day, 3/17/2022.   

 

 Kevin Maxwell:  Kevin called “just checking in…” and was elated to hear the results of the 
Logan-Duffy Rifle Match. Kevin has, for the past few years, provided ammunition to the rifle 
team for their practice sessions. He sends his congratulations to the team on their victory.      

 
 Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Putnam County:  Dick Beyrer, who is a member of the 

Veteran Corps and also a member of the Friendly Sons, have continuously made 
contributions to the Family Support Fund. We wish to thank them for their support over the 
past 15 years. It is appreciated and again, thank you!    

 
 Ruth Neidinger:  The Veteran Corps wishes to thank Ruth for her generous contribution to 

our Scholarship Fund in memory of her husband Al. Ruth has been a continuous contributor 
to the Family Support Fund over the years. Al, her late husband, was the 1SG of Company B 
some years ago. He was well respected by the soldiers of his company where the moral was 
high. 
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69th Historical Perspectives 
Submitted by Jack Hallanan - 69th Veteran Historian 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A GALLANT BUT FUTILE CHARGE -- THE 69TH AT BULL RUN 

 
[SOURCE:  THIS EXCERPT, TAKEN FROM A FIVE-PART SERIES ON THE 69TH NEW YORK IRISH BRIGADE AT THE 1ST BATTLE OF BULL 

RUN, IS DRAWN FROM THE BOOK "THE IRISH BRIGADE AND ITS CAMPAIGNS," BY TIPPERARY NATIVE DAVID P. CONYNGHAM, 

PUBLISHED IN 1866.  POSTED BY THE WILD GEESE – LINK]:  

HTTPS://THEWILDGEESE.IRISH/PROFILES/BLOGS/BULL-RUN-IN-PART-4-OF-D-P-CONYNGHAM-S-ACCOUNT-OF-THE-69TH-AT-BULL 

 

The battle opened by an attack on the enemy's left at Stone Bridge, which Colonel Hunter had flanked by 
crossing higher up at Dudley Ford [Editor's Note: This is actually Sudley Ford.], driving the rebel general, 
Evans, before him, while Tyler was fiercely disputing the ford with Wheat's Louisiana troops. 
Heintzelman moved towards Red House Ford, and proceeded at right angles with the river towards Stone 
Bridge, in order to cover the passage of Tyler's division. 

Heintzelman crossed the ford, and was confronted by some Alabama troops in line. He cheered on his New 
York Fire Zouaves to the attack, but they were met by a withering artillery and musketry fire, which made 
them fall back. The Fourteenth Brooklyn made a better show, but were forced to give way, both suffering 
severely. Reenforcements were brought up, and the Alabamians and Mississippians were forced to retreat, 
and fall back towards Robinson House, suffering severely all the time. We had now secured Stone Bridge, 
Tyler had crossed and formed a junction with Heintzelman, our artillery was thundering away at the enemy's 
right and centre, and everything looked hopeful for the Federals. 

Jackson's brigade and Hampton's Legion re-enforced Evans, and were supported by artillery, which 
unmasked at different openings in the woods, and opened a deadly fire along our lines. The fighting on our 
right was desperate all the morning; and Beauregard, penetrating McDowell's intention of crushing his left 
wing, ordered up his reserves and re-enforcements from his right. He also ordered an advance of his right, 
in order to distract our attention from his left. 

(Left: "Company K, 69th New York State Militia, Irish Zouaves, 1861" by Don Troiani.) 
Johnston and Beauregard fiercely galloped to the left, to retrieve their disasters there. Jackson sat his horse 
calmly looking on, while his Virginia brigade lay down near him, waiting to be ordered into action. 

Jackson had now formed a new line, which checked Hunter's advance. Keys' and Sherman's brigades were 
ordered up to support the latter, the Sixty-ninth N. Y. S. M. in advance. The column moved to the right, and 
drew up in a small open field, separated from Hunter's column by a belt of wood, which was filled with rebel 
batteries and troops. 

The rebels were gallantly pushed back by Hunter; but, on reaching their batteries and being re-enforced, 
they made a fierce stand, meeting our repeated charges with desperate resistance. The incessant roar of 
artillery came from batteries at close range. Shell and round-shot ploughed through the ranks, and shattered 
the trees; thick volumes of smoke rose from the woods, and floated along the valleys. 

The rebels had repelled charge after charge, regiment after regiment, when the Sixty-ninth was ordered to 
the assault. Stripped of knapsacks and overcoats, they swept up the hill, across the open field, on towards 
the wood, delivering fire after fire on their concealed foe. Batteries opened on them right and left, hurling 
grape into their very faces, while from the shelter of the woods a stream of lead was poured on them. 

It was a gallant charge, gallantly led and gallantly sustained. After each repulse, the regiment formed and 
charged right up on the batteries. Meagher's company of Zouaves suffered desperately, their red dress 
making them a conspicuous mark for the enemy. When Meagher's horse was torn from under him by a rifled 
cannon ball, he jumped up, waved his sword, and exclaimed, "Boys! look at that flag--remember Ireland and 
Fontenoy." 

The regiment bravely but vainly struggled to capture the batteries, and drive the enemy from the shelter of 
the wood. Colonel Corcoran rallied and charged with them in every assault. Lieutenant-Colonel Haggerty, a 
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native of Glenswilly, County Donegal, and as fine a specimen of a Celt as Ireland could produce, fell shot 
through the heart; while beside him fell poor Costelloe, a recent arrival from Waterford, and a noble, amiable 
youth. 

The regiment at length was ordered by Colonel Sherman to fall back to shelter. General McDowell, who was 
a spectator of the charge, rode up to the Sixty-ninth and personally thanked them. 

Beauregard was fast pushing infantry, artillery, and cavalry to support his left. Blenker's brigade was 
ordered from our left to the right. 

The fighting was fiercest about Henry's and Robinson's House, where we had Ricketts' and Griffin's 
batteries. This position was taken and retaken several times during the day. 

Despite our repeated repulses and heavy losses on our left, the enemy were so hard pressed that they were 
about giving way, when troops were seen marching from Manassas Junction. They were the remainder of 
Johnston's army, under Kirby Smith. That gen-eral, with his fresh troops, was ordered to attack our right and 
rear: which he did, supported by Early's brigade and Johnston's whole line; while Longstreet, Jones, and 
Ewell pressed our left, and demonstrated on Centreville. 

This vigorous assault, supported by a heavy artillery fire, changed the tide of events. Our troops, highly 
overestimating the strength of the re-enforcements, lost heart, and began to give way at several points. Our 
reserves seemed not available, or were on their march to support our right wing when the panic began to 
set in. To add to this confusion, the teamsters, who had moved up too close to the main body and lined the 
Warrenton road, became terror-stricken. 

The news spread that the army was retreating, when the teamsters fiercely whipped their animals, soon 
blocking up the roads: citizens, of whom there were a good many looking on, rushed frantically forward, 
seizing any animals they could lay hands upon. These were soon joined by the panic-stricken army. To add 
to the horror of the troops, Jones's rebel brigade had attacked Centreville, and Blenker's reserves were 
retreating towards Washington. 

Two masked batteries opened on the retreating masses, blocking up the road with wagons, caissons, 
artillery, ambulances, sick and wounded soldiers. Artillery horses had their traces cut, and were mounted by 
officers, privates, and civilians, who made flank movements through the fields. 

There was a regular mingling and confusion of soldiers without arms, members of Congress and editors 
without hats or coats, ladies in buggies, wagons, and on horseback; special correspondents, including Bull 
Run Russell, of the London 'Times,' almost scared to death, while behind all came the rebel cavalry, cutting 
and slashing. 

The disaster of Bull Run, when properly considered, seemed natural and almost inevitable. Raw troops who 
had never been in a battle were hurled against strongly entrenched positions, well manned and gunned. 
They had by desperate fighting succeeded in driving the enemy from some of their strongest lines, when 
fresh troops were hurled against them at all points. As for the panic, it was first commenced by the 
teamsters and civilians; and the militia, not knowing much more about a battle, became infected, and thus it 
spread to the whole army. Such a thing could not happen with an army six months in the field. It taught the 
country a lesson, and made the leaders lay their plans with more judgment in future. It was, after all, but a 
training-school to open men's eyes to the real necessities and responsibilities of war. 

 
 

 

Annual Membership Dues = $10.00 
 

Make sure your membership is up-to-date.  Plan ahead and pay for 2022 now.  
Members have the option to pay for membership for multiple years!   
Dues and the 50/50 drawings support Veteran Corps activities and the cost of 
publishing our Bulletin. 
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50 / 50 Drawings:  
 

Month 1st Place 2nd Place 
November 2021 Col Charles Crosby* Thomas Maher 
December 2021 Jim Meyer Joseph Krattinger  

*Prize donated back to the Veteran Corps – Thank You! 
 

 
 

SERVICE OFFICER’S SICK REPORT: 
 
 LTC Nicholas Chernjawski 
 Edward J. Cooke  
 Dennis Fink 

 Anthony Helinski 
 Frank Riggio  

 
 

May we join in prayer that our sick have a complete and speedy recovery! 
 

In case of illness or death of a member, please call our Service Officer, Frank Sherry at                 
(516) 536-6756 or leave a message on our recording machine at (212) 686-6556 in a timely 
manner. If known, please list the Company and dates of service in the Regiment. 
Please direct all correspondence to: 
Veteran Corps, 69th Regiment, Inc., P.O. Box 48, Massapequa Park, NY  11762  
Other contact information: Email address:  THE69VETERANS@GMAIL.COM 

 
 

 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM: 
 

NOTE: The Veteran Corps will list the name of any active or former 
member of the 69th Infantry in the Memorial Segment. It is not 
necessary that they were a member of the Veteran Corps. They will also 
be remembered during the ceremony on our Memorial day each year. 
 

 BERT PROL        28 OCTOBER 2021 
 Friend of the 69th Veteran Corps; 69th Regiment Historical Board                                    

      
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Stay healthy and stay safe!  
 

Wishing each veteran and their family a  
Healthy and Happy New Year 2022!  

ROUGE BOUQUET: 
Go to Sleep; Go to Sleep 
   Slumber well where the shells screamed and fell, 
      Lay your rifles on the muddy floor 
        You will not need them anymore 
          Now at Last, Peace at Last, 
             Go to Sleep! 
                        Sgt Joyce Kilmer        KIA 30 Jul 1918     165th Old 69th

 


